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Elated and grand, with a torch in his hand

And a garland of flowers in his hair.
And then through the streets as they wander, a lot

Of women will round them be creeping,
" O come to my lodging," says one, <fc I have got

Such a beautiful girl in my keeping."
" But here is the sweetest and fairest, my boy,"

From a window another will say,
" But ere you're entitled her love to enjoy

Your toll to myself you must pay/'
Then a sorry companion, flat-visaged and old.

Will shout to the youngster " Avast!
And where are you going, so gallant and bold,

And where are you hieing so fast ?
Tis in vain ; you must yield to the laws of the State9

And I shall be courting the fair,
Whilst you must without in the vestibule wait,

And strive to amuse yourself there, dear boy,

And strive to amuse yourself there." a
There now, what think ye of my scheme ?
BL.                                                                 First-rate.

PR.    Then now I'll go to the market-place, and there,
Taking some clear-voiced girl as crieress.
Receive the goods as people bring them in.
This must I do, elected chieftainess
To rule the State and start the public feasts ;
That so your banquets may commence to-day.
BL.    What, shall we banquet now at once ?
PR.                                                            You shall.

And next I'll make a thorough sweep of all
The flaunting harlots.
BL.                                      Why ?

a By/o?ia bifert&fici he signifies rb aid<uoi>*
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